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was elected U. S. Senator from West Virginia
where he had acquired large mining and rail-
road interests. In 1900 and 1907 he was re-
elected to the Senate, and he took an active
part (1905-6) in the discussion of Federal con-
trol of railroad races. The Elkins Railway Act
of 1905 bears hib name Uee RAILROADS, Gov-
ernment Regulation).

Elks, Benevolent and Protective Order
of, a prominent benevolent and secret fra-
ternity, with membership confined to American
citizens; the outgrowth of a social coterie of
theatrical folks which began meeting in New
York City in the Fall of 1867, under the name
The Jolly Corks.' The Jolly Corks' became
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
on Feb. 16, 1868. The primary purpose of the
order is to inculcate fraternity and good citi-
zenship. There are 1424 lodges and over
500,000 members. The Order's official organ
is the Elks Magazine, published by the Grand
Lodge.

Ell, an old term derived from the length of
the arm, and used to denote a measure of
length varying in different countries; thus the
Flemish ell was 27 inches, the Scotch 37, and
the English 45.

Ellen's Isle, islet, Perthshire, Scotland;
Scott centers much of the action of his Lady
of tfte Lake on this island.

Ellery, William (1727-1820), one of the
signers of the Declaration of Independence,
was born in Newport, R. I. In 1776 he was
chosen a delegate to the Continental Congress,
and he continued a member until 1786.

Ellesmere, Francis Leveson-Gower Eg-
erton, First Earl of (1800-57), English writer,
was born in London. He was Chief Secretary
for Ireland, 1828-30, and Secretary of War,
1830. His works include Guide to Northern
Archeology (1848); Life of the Duke of Welling-
ton (1852); a translation of Faust (1823) and
the poems Donna Charitea (1845) and The Pil-
grimage (1856).

Ellesmere Land, a barren uninhabited
Arctic island south of Grinnell Land and west
of Smith. Sound which separates it from
Northern Greenland,

Ellet, Charles (1810-62), American en-
gineer, was born in Perm's Manor, Pa. He
built many iron and steel bridges in the United
States, including the wire suspension bridge
over the Schuylkill in Philadelphia, 1841-2,
the first structure of the kind in the country,
and a suspension bridge over the Ohio River
at Wheeling. He is best remembered as the
inventor of naval rams.

ElUce,  or Lagoon  Islands, a low-lying

! group of islands in the Pacific, belonging to
I Great Britain.   They comprise the islands of
| Nanomea, Nanumanga, Niutao, Vaitupu, Nui,
j Nukufetau, Funafuti, Nukuleilei, and Nuira-
! kita, with an area of 14 sq. m.   They are of
j coral formation and are mostly covered with
I cocoanut palms.  The islands were proclaimed
a British protectorate in 1892, and annexed
in 1915.   They are administered in conjunc-
tion with the Gilbert Islands; p. 3,741, nearly
all Christians.
Ellicott, Andrew (1754-1820), American
astronomer and engineer, was born in Bucks
co., Pa. In 1789 he was appointed by Presi-
dent "Washington to survey the land along
Lake Erie north of Pennsylvania, and was the
first accurately to measure the Niagara River,
including the height of the falls and the de-
scent of the rapids. In 1790 he was engaged
in laying out the new national capital. In
1792 he was appointed surveyor-general of the
United States, and from 1796 to 1800 was one
of the commissioners to determine the bound-
ary between the United States and the Spanish
possessions.
Elliot, Charlotte (1789-1871), English
hymn writer, was born probably in Clapham;
is remembered for her hymns, notably Just as
I am, -witJwtt one plea, and Christian, seek not
yet repose.
Elliot, Daniel Giraud (1835-1915), Amer-
ican ornithologist, was born in New York City.
He made special expeditions into East Africa,
i8q6, and into the Olympic range, Washington,
1898, in behalf of the Field Columbian Mu-
seum, Chicago, in which he became curator of
zoology. His works include: New and Hitherto
Unfigured Birds of North America- (1869); The
Phasiamda, or Pheasants (1872); Land a>id
Sea Mammals of Middle America and the West
Indies (1904).
Elliotson, John (1791-1868), English phy-
sician, was born in London; founded a hospital
for hypnotic treatment, 1849, and began the
publication of the Zoist, a periodical for the
discussion of hypnotism. He was also a pioneer
in the use of the stethoscope, though he cannot
be regarded as the inventor of it.
Elliott, Charles Loring (1812-68), Amer-
ican portrait painter, was born in Scipio, N. Y.
His 700 or more portraits include those of
Fits-Greene HaUeck, Matthew Vassar, and Feni-
more Cooper.
Elliott, Henry Wood (1846-1930), Ameri-
can naturalist, was born in Cleveland, Ohio-
He was artist in the U. S. geological service
in 1869-71, investigated the Alaskan seal is*
lands in 1873-74 and 1890, and in 1905 pre-